/5 - '/ Centre Number

~t—

Rewarding Learning
Candidate Number

General Certificate of Secondary Education
2025

Religious Studies

Paper 8 AR A

Islam

[GRE81] *GRE81*
FRIDAY 13 JUNE, AFTERNOON

1 hour 30 minutes.

Write your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces provided at the top of this
page.

You must answer the questions in the spaces provided.

Do not write outside the boxed area on each page or on blank pages.

Complete in black ink only. Do not write with a gel pen.

Answer all the questions in Section A and two from three questions in Section B in the
spaces provided in this booklet.

The total mark for this paper is 100.

Quality of written communication will be assessed in Section B Questions 5(c), 6(c) and
7(c), where two questions only are required to be completed.

Figures in brackets printed down the right-hand side of pages indicate the marks awarded to
each question or part question.

14746

*24GRE8101*




1

14746

Section A
Answer all questions.
Sacred writings

(@) (i) What does the word Qur’an mean?

(ii) Give two reasons why the Qur’an is important to Muslims.

1.

2.

(iii) What is the Sunnah?

(iv) What is Sharia?

[1]

[1]
[1]

[1]

[1]
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(b) Explain the significance of the Sunnah for Muslims.

[3]
(c) “The teaching from the Hadith is of central importance to Muslims.”
Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.
[3]
[Turn over
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Festivals

(@) (i) Atthe end of what month is Eid-ul-Fitr celebrated?

[1]

(i) What must be seen before Eid-ul-Fitr is celebrated ?

[1]

(iii) Name two ways in which the festival of Eid-ul-Fitr is celebrated in the home.

1. [1]

2. [1]

(iv) Name another Muslim festival.

[1]

(b) Do you think Eid-ul-Fitr is the most important festival for Muslims?

[5]
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(c) “Religious festivals mean more to children than adults.”

Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.

[3]

[Turn over
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Prayer and fasting

Source: © Getty Images

(a) Describe the Pillar of Salah (prayer) in Islam.

[5]
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(b) Explain the significance of Sawm (fasting) for Muslims.

[3]
(c) “Prayer is not a waste of time.”
Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.
[9]
[Turn over

*24GRE8107*




4 Contemporary issues

14746

(a) Describe Muslim attitudes to money.

(b) Do you think it is challenging to practise Islam in a non-Muslim country?

Give reasons for your answer.

(5] ce

[5]
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(c) “Society is becoming less religious and soon religion will be a thing of the past.”

Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.

[3]

[Turn over
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Section B
Answer two questions from this section.
Write on the pages provided at the end of the examination paper.
The formative history of Islam
(a) Describe the life and career of Muhammad. [5]
(b) Explain the role of prophets in Islam. [5]

(c) “The world would be a better place if more people followed the teaching of
the prophets.”

Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer showing that

you have considered different points of view. You should refer to Islam in

your answer. [10]
Rites of passage
(a) Describe the funeral and mourning rites of Muslims. [5]
(b) Explain Muslim teaching about life after death. [5]
(c) “Belief in the resurrection gives hope to Muslims.”

Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer showing that

you have considered different points of view. You should refer to Islam in

your answer. [10]
Beliefs and practices
(a) Describe the work of an Imam. [5]
(b) Explain the meaning and purpose of public worship for Muslims. [5]
(c) “Religious leaders do not always set a good example for believers to follow.”

Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer showing that

you have considered different points of view. You should refer to Islam in
your answer. [10]
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Write your answers to Section B here.
5 The formative history of Islam

(a) Describe the life and career of Muhammad.

[3]

Use the lines below if required.

[Turn over
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(b) Explain the role of prophets in Islam.

Use the lines below if required.

[5]

*24GRE8112*
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(c) “The world would be a better place if more people followed the teaching of
the prophets.”

Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer showing that you have
considered different points of view. You should refer to Islam in your answer.

[10]

[Turn over
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Use the lines below if required to answer Question 5(c).
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6 Rites of passage

(a) Describe the funeral and mourning rites of Muslims.

[3]

Use the lines below if required.

[Turn over
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(b) Explain Muslim teaching about life after death.

Use the lines below if required.

[5]
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(c) “Belief in the resurrection gives hope to Muslims.”

Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer showing that you have
considered different points of view. You should refer to Islam in your answer.

[10]

[Turn over
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Use the lines below if required to answer Question 6(c).
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7 Beliefs and practices

(a) Describe the work of an Imam.

[3]

Use the lines below if required.

[Turn over
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(b) Explain the meaning and purpose of public worship for Muslims.

Use the lines below if required.

[5]
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(c) “Religious leaders do not always set a good example for believers to follow.”

Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer showing that you have

considered different points of view. You should refer to Islam in your answer.

[Turn over

[10]
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Use the lines below if required to answer Question 7(c).
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THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER

BLANK PAGE

DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
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